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About the snake's "Ambiguity" in Haruki Murakami's man
envy story "Kino": Essay for construction of the multilayer story
world
Tseng, Chiu-kuei
Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan

Abstract

Soseki's shadow is felt clearly in Haruki Murakami's latest short
novel collection 'Onna no inai otokotachi' by me. Soseki's 'Sanshiro’,
'Kokoro', 'Higansugimade', and 'Kojin' have appeared in these works.
Moreover, the direction of route of which hero Kino of "Kino" went out
to travel is equal to the provinces where Soseki went out.

This thesis analyzed the structure of "Ambiguity" around the snake
that is playing an important role on "Kino" from the view point of
"Ambiguity" that Jacques Derrida had defined. Then, the multilayer story
world of "Kino" was clarified.

The story of "Kino" has skillfully taken "Ambiguity" with the origin
in a worldwide ancient myth. This work takes Kabuki "Jyayanagi" of
Japan that assumed envy to be a subject at the same time. In addition, this
story has Buddhism recognition about human being which is deeply
related "Jyayanagi" and Kobodaishi in stratum of old meaning in story.
There is envy stories of man from Soseki literature in the stratum of a
new meaning in the story. Thus, this work is the world of a multilayer
story that makes variation in variation repeatedly.

The real intention of Haruki Murakami who talks with the Soseki
literature exceeding the time-space is put in routines of Haruki Murakami
who takes a lot of related elements from Soseki.

Keywords: "Kino", snake, Kabuki"Jyayanagi", Soseki, envy stories
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